Friday 19th September
	Communication and Language/Literacy
We have focussed on ‘The Gruffalo’ by Julia Donaldson. This is another early introduction to phonics work. We have been looking at the sounds in the story and the repeated phrase ‘Doesn’t he know, there’s no such thing as a Gruffalo!’. There are links below in the homework section for you to go through this story together. Pease see if your child can remember the sequence and the repeated phrases. Check if your child can name the animals and imitate the noises that they make. This is ‘tuning in’ your child’s phonic ability. 





	Physical Development 
We have been carrying water in various size containers to make a stream (like in ‘The Gruffalo’). We have using playdough to strengthen our fingers every day and we have had Dough Disco sessions to strengthen our fingers in readiness for letter formation when we are older. We have been practising using palettes, chalks and oil pastels to improve finger strength. We have had Physical Development outside every day and a dance session in the hall. 



	Maths
We have enjoyed singing number rhymes and have been counting forwards and backwards. We have been practising counting out objects in the environment. We have continued to learn the rule of cardinality. We have learnt a new counting song in maths. This is part of the homework. 



	Other Learning
In science, we have carried out a physics experiment. We predicted whether the conker seeds would sink or float. We needed to know this because, if the seeds floated, they are no good for planting and would not grow into baby trees. 
In music, we have practised singing and we have also begun to learn the names of percussive instruments and how to play them. 





	Homework
Please re-read the text we have been focussing on in Literacy. There is a hyperlink to it if you do not have this text at home. 
Please practise the songs below regularly with your child and ask them to show you the corresponding amount of fingers whilst singing. This is part of fingergnosis, which neuroscience research links competency with this to higher maths ability in older children. 
CLASS TEXT
[bookmark: _GoBack]https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_EM-iZNguo
The Gruffalo story animated on BBC, if you feel like snuggling up on the sofa and watching a short film with your child:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b00pk64x/the-gruffalo


MATHS SONGS TO USE IN CONJUNCTION WITH FINGERGNOSIS 
THIS WEEK’S NEW SONG-
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zdy6jhv

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zdy28xs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/z6qgscw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zkfxwty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zvt8gwx















Thank you for your continued support
The Nursery Team

