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                  This half term (Spring 1), Reception will be learning about the following topics:

	Communication, Language and Literacy 
	We will read a  variety of rhymes, poems, stories and non-fiction texts. There will be discussions, role play and extending vocabulary relating to the topic “What are our favourite toys like?” we will be writing recounts, captions and sentences using sentence starters. We are beginning to focus on phase 3 Letters and Sounds where we will learn new sounds, blend to read words with these new sounds in and segment to spell words with these sounds in. We will begin to read simple captions.   

	
	This half term, our literacy targets are :

· I will blend to read words containing the sh, ch, th, ng and ai sounds  

· I will segment to spell words containing the sh, ch, th, ng and ai sounds  

· I will blend to read simple captions using known sounds 

	Mathematical Development 
	In Maths, we are learning to add and subtract and amounts and use the language involved in this. We are selecting 2 groups to make a given total. We will estimate amounts and check by counting. We are finding which item is the heaviest and lightest and using these words when talking about our work. We will count, order and recognise numerals to 14, and find 1 more or less than a given number to 14. We will begin to count forwards and backwards in 10s. 

	
	This half term, our mathematics targets are :

· I will count amounts up to 14 ( in different contexts) 
· I will count forwards in 10s up to 100
· I will order 3 items by weight and use the words heavier and lighter 

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
	We will learn to dress and undress independently, only asking for help when needed. We will talk and listen to our friends 1:1 and in small group situations.  We will concentrate and sit quietly when appropriate. We will choose activities our friends will enjoy, and play co-operatively with our friends, agreeing codes of behaviour amongst ourselves.  We will begin to persevere with activities that are challenging. 

	
	This half term, our personal, social and emotional target is to:

· Learn about their rights and responsibilities towards themselves and others 

	Physical Development
	We will observe the effects on exercise on our bodies and talk about why it is important to exercise.  We will develop our cutting skills through making things linked to our interests. We will continue to  handle tools, objects, construction and malleable materials safely and with increasing control.
We will practice throwing and catching different sized balls. We will develop our pencil grip and control and continue to practise writing on the lines. 

	
	This half term, our physical target is :

· I will know about the effects of exercise on my body 

	Expressive Arts and Design  Development
	We will be learning new songs and poems related to our recent interests and exploring using a variety of different musical instruments.  We will be painting different pictures related to our interests. We will use the hole punch and split pins safely to make pictures of our choice. 

	Understanding the World
	We will be finding out about the features of penguins, where they live, what they eat and how they move. We will find out what the environment is like where they live. We will look at old teddy bears, and observe similarities and differences between them.  We will plan and teach sessions following the children’s interests. 


Homework will be given out on a Friday to be handed in by the following Wednesday. Please read with your child regularly and record this in their reading record, it is part of their weekly homework. 
PE sessions will be on Friday and your child needs to have a named PE kit for these lessons. In school we are encouraging your child to get changed independently and would appreciate your support in helping your child to do this at home. It is an important skill which increases your child’s independence and confidence. 
Please can you also ensure your child brings their book bag to school every day. We encourage your child to change their reading books regularly they need their schoolbooks to do this.  
Your child is also encouraged to bring a bottle of water each day. In school we will encourage the children to drink their water.  Fruit juice or cordial are not allowed. We also encourage your child to bring a healthy snack however fresh fruit is available every day for your child to choose a piece of. 
Thank you for your continued support and co-operation.

Miss Hodkinson 
